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I am privileged to lead this 

community of staff and pupils and 

hope that you gain a sense of 

how our people make the core of 

this School so special.  

Headmaster
A visit to Heath Mount affords you the opportunity 
to experience first-hand this vibrant group of 
individuals working together in this serene and 
beautiful setting. Childhood is a time of abundant 
opportunity and we want our pupils to use this 
exciting time to discover more about the world 
around them and themselves. During your visit you 
will see the variety of opportunities for learning and 
fun that are available for your son or daughter and 
you will gain a sense of why the children feel that 
they too belong to something special. Every child 
is cherished and they in turn support and nurture 
each other in industry, fellowship and friendship.  

I hope that you will find, as I do, that they are 
great fun to be with.  

Chris Gillam, Headmaster







Their future starts here
Heath Mount is an exceptional school, located in beautiful 
surroundings. Our pupils are privileged to be educated at 
one of the oldest Prep Schools in the country, founded in 
1796 and situated since 1934 in the Grade I listed mansion 
of the Woodhall Park Estate.

Our idyllic woodland setting, dynamic teaching staff, family 
ethos and award-winning pastoral care provide a joyful and 
stimulating learning environment for your child.

The school’s diverse curriculum goes far beyond the national 
curriculum and encourages academic curiosity and creativity 
while fostering a love of learning. While proud of its heritage 
and sense of tradition, pupils benefit from forward-thinking 
teaching methods combined with up-to-date technologies and 
unrivalled facilities. 

At Heath Mount we strive to help every child reach their 
potential, nurturing talent both in the classroom as well as 
on the sports pitch, in the art studio or on the stage.  Our 
students achieve outstanding results within a nurturing 
and supportive framework that puts happiness and mental 
wellbeing at the heart of all we do. 

Heath Mount pupils move on to their senior school of choice 
as well-rounded, resilient, confident young people ready to 
play a positive role in society and with the happiest of early 
childhood memories behind them.



First Steps
The magic of childhood is ever-present in our 
early years classes where learning through play 
and hands-on-activities in our Forest School 
are key. Nursery, Pre-Prep (Reception-Year 2) 
and the Lower School (Years 3 and 4) all have 
their own modern, fully-equipped buildings 
to provide a safe and nurturing environment 
for our youngest students. Children relish the 
chance to be in the great outdoors, making the 
most of our 40 acres of parkland where they 
can build dens, cook in the mud kitchen or 
plant vegetables in the garden.







Building for the future
For children, school should be about so much more than 
simply academic achievement and exam preparation. It 
should be the place that nourishes, supports, challenges and 
channels them physically, emotionally and socially for life in 
the 21st Century.

At Heath Mount, we know that happy and stimulated children 
love to learn. We want our pupils to face difficulty and 
uncertainty calmy, confidently and creatively. Our resilient 
learners recognise that making mistakes is an inevitable part 
of any worthwhile learning. 

Our staff have been personally coached by Professor Guy 
Claxton, one of the world’s foremost thinkers on educational 
psychology. His ‘Learning Power’ approach has been 
adopted throughout the school as we endeavor to give our 
pupils positive learning strategies that help them approach 
challenging tasks without the fear of failure to hold them 
back.

Outdoor Curriculum
Our exciting Outdoor Learning Curriculum offers adventure, 
team-work, leadership opportunities and an appreciation of 
our natural world. The journey begins in Nursery and the 
Pre-Prep where our youngest pupils enjoy our Forest School 

in the safe hands of our experienced ranger. Throughout 
their school career we organise challenging outward-bound 
courses and residential trips in the Peak District, New Forest 
and Scotland that encourage self-reliance and the acquisition 
of new skillsets from orienteering and abseiling to caving and 
cooking over an open fire.

Values and Pastoral care
Students develop a strong moral compass during their time 
at Heath Mount and regularly fundraise for charity initiatives 
in the UK and beyond. We expect them to demonstrate our 
key values of acceptance, respect, integrity, industry and 
achievement. 

Each child belongs to one of three houses; Galahad; 
Percivale or Tristram. Our house system encourages both 
leadership and teamwork skills and also provides a ‘buddy’ 
system to encourage friendships and support between 
different year groups.

Our in-house counsellor and dedicated pastoral team are on 
hand to support any children who may be anxious or going 
through a difficult time. We even have our own nurture dogs 
Doodle and Percy to help provide calm and reassurance.



Our biggest strength for delivering 

excellence in teaching is our team of 

talented and dedicated teachers and 

support staff. Heath Mount recruits 

and retains the best possible talent 

in teaching.



Inside the classroom
Small class sizes enable teachers to deliver targeted, 
individual learning that provides added value for every child. 

Continual professional development coupled with high 
expectations from Senior Management ensures that our 
teaching staff remain at the forefront of important educational 
trends and developments.

When required, we can provide one-to-one support through a 
specialist in-house Learning Support team. We offer a broad 
curriculum that balances exposure to all disciplines, whilst 
maintaining academic rigor. Our outstanding academic 
results are testament to our strength across the board and our 
commitment to excellence for all. Over the last three years 
our pupils have been awarded a total of 128 scholarships 
to senior schools. Pupils go on to study at some of the most 
prestigious schools in the country including: Westminster, 
Harrow, Eton, Radley, Winchester, Wycombe Abbey, Rugby, 
Marlborough College, Bedford School, Ampleforth, Tudor 
Hall, St Mary’s Calne, Haileybury, Bishop’s Stortford College, 
The Leys, The Perse, Benenden, Felsted, Queenswood, 
Uppingham, Oundle, St Albans Boys, St Albans Girls, 
Haberdashers’ Aske’s School, Merchant Taylors’ School, 
Aldenham, St Christopher School, Oakham, St Francis, 
Mount Kelly, St Edmund’s College and Stowe. 

The Heath Mount curriculum encompasses English, 
Mathematics, Reasoning, Science, Geography, History, 
French, Spanish, Latin, Computing, PE, Games, Design and 
Technology, Food Technology, Art, Drama, Music, Theology, 
Philosophy and Religion, Forest School and Personal, Social, 
Health and Economic Education. 



Heath Mount is unique in 

being able to offer a broad 

Arts curriculum fostered by 

specialist teachers. Over 70% 

of Prep School students have at 

least one instrument or singing 

lesson each week.



Music and  
Performing Arts
Heath Mount is dedicated to providing outstanding provision 
for the creative and performing arts. Many of our specialist 
teachers are highly sought after as teachers and many have 
successful careers as freelance performers.

Music 
Music is a particular strength at Heath Mount. Pupils are 
encouraged to enjoy and participate in music from Nursery 
through to Year 8 and many take on an instrument or sing as 
part of one of our thriving choirs. 

Our scholarship achievements in this field demonstrate the 
strength and commitment of our music department. Our Bax 
choir is currently rated nationally among the top 3 in the 
country and is a finalist in the BBC Songs of Praise Young 
Choir of the Year competition 2019. They regularly compete 
at a national level in prestigious concert venues including The 
Royal Festival Hall and the International Eisteddfod in Wales. 
Our choirs have gone on tour to Rome, Budapest, Vienna, 
Tuscany, Barcelona and Berlin. 

Instrumentalists are invited to take part in one of our many 
ensembles and orchestras and have plenty of opportunity to 
showcase their talents in termly concerts. 

70% of Prep School students learn at least one instrument or 
take singing lessons with 27% of those learning more than 
one instrument. 338 instrumental and singing lessons are 
taught each week. 

We currently offer lessons on flute, clarinet, saxophone, 
recorder, violin, viola, cello, double bass, trumpet, French 
horn, baritone, trombone, tuba, piano, guitar, percussion 
and singing, with lessons on other instruments available on 
demand. 

Art 
Art is another particularly strong discipline at Heath Mount 
and one in which all pupils are encouraged to achieve and 
flourish. Our specialist art teachers share their expertise in all 
art forms from pottery and sculpture to animation, sketching 
and DT.

Heath Mount’s renowned programme for Art Scholars is 
unrivalled at a regional and national level and the ability of 
our pupils in this arena ensures that Heath Mount leavers are 
regularly awarded art scholarships in many of the leading 
independent schools.

Dance is offered to all pupils from Reception to Year 8. 
Many of our boys and girls take part in Royal Academy of 
Dance ballet classes each week. Several go on to become 
associates at prestigious national dance schools. Commercial 
dance is another popular option and our annual dance revue 
is always a highlight of the events calendar. Classes take 
place in our own professional-standard dance studio.

Drama 
Drama and public speaking are an integral part of school 
life from Nursery up to Year 8. Each year group has various 
opportunities to shine whether in special assemblies, 
Christmas shows or major annual productions. Our state-of-
the-art theatre is an inspiring place for any budding actors 
and actresses to start their journey!  Lessons are taken 
by pupils from Year 3 onwards with a view to all pupils 
participating in a drama production at least once per year. 
Weekly LAMDA lessons are also available.

Our wish is for every child to have the confidence to stand 
up in front of their peers and others and express themselves. 
In drama lessons the emphasis is on enjoyment, confidence-
building and developing performance skills through games, 
group drama sessions and major performances.



By the time our pupils leave  

Heath Mount every child should 

know the importance and value 

of sport.



Sport
A key element of life at Heath Mount is sport. Children 
are offered a wide variety of sports which are taught on a 
rotational basis and competitive fixtures are arranged each 
week with other schools. Sports teams are structured by 
ability, but each child is expected to play in a team and our 
aim is to enable every child to find enjoyment in their shared 
endeavour. Whilst traditional sports of rugby, cricket, netball, 
hockey, football and swimming are offered, we also field 
teams in athletics, cross-country, gymnastics, golf and table-
tennis. 

Every child can be successful in the right sport and at Heath 
Mount we take time to find the right sport for each child.

From Year 1 children learn football, netball, rugby, hockey, 
cricket and take part in a weekly swimming lesson with a 
specialist swimming teacher in our heated pool. Physical 
education lessons, designed to work on core skills of 
balance, strength, co-ordination and advancement of gross 
motor skills, are given to children each week from Nursery 
onwards. 

From Year 3 pupils continue to have specialist teachers for 
games and focus on a different sport each term; typically, 
football, rugby and cricket for boys and netball, hockey and 
cricket for girls. Athletics is offered in the summer months. 
Swimming is on the timetable year-round and our swimmers 
regularly achieve success at both County and National 
level. Physical education lessons are a part of the weekly 
curriculum and, during these, pupils are expected to take part 
in ball skills sessions to build their ability and strength.



One of the advantages of a  

Heath Mount education is the 

opportunity for all children 

to take part in co-curricular 

and extra-curricular activities 

that may interest, intrigue and 

challenge them.



Clubs and Activities
We offer over 80 clubs and activities per week both in and 
out of school hours. 

Throughout their school career pupils have the opportunity 
to become involved in a varied choice of activities including: 
gardening, art, judo, creative–writing, gymnastics, 
scuba diving, table-tennis, drama, book club, animation, 
dance, Lego League and chess. Pupils may also choose to 
participate in Prep Club, which enables them to complete 
homework at school after lesson time.

Wrap-around care gives working parents the flexibility they 
need and the reassurance their children are in a safe and 
happy environment. Breakfast club is offered from 7.30am 
while crèche is available after school until 5.30pm with an 
option to stay and have tea until 6pm.



Heath Mount offers a day 

school environment with a 

flexible boarding option.



Boarding
There is no better place for children to try out and 
experience boarding than in our homely flexi-boarding 
houses. Children can stay from between one night to four 
nights a week or simply for the occasional sleepover with 
friends. It’s a gentle introduction to boarding at senior 
school and helps develop independence and self-esteem as 
well as establish friendships. We have separate girls’ and 
boys’ boarding houses which can accommodate up to 60 
children per night. Our boarders are invited to take part 
in a wide variety of fun activities and trips including the 
annual bonfire night for boarders and their families.

As with every school meal, boarders’ suppers and 
breakfasts are freshly cooked with all dietary needs taken 
into consideration. 



Children flourish in the beautiful 

woodland environment, with 

academic excellence being only 

a part of what an education at 

Heath Mount provides





Heath Mount School is a leading 

independent day and boarding 

school for boys and girls between 

the ages of 3 and 13.

To arrange a visit contact our 

Registrar, Louise Cook.  

E: registrar@heathmount.org 

Heath Mount School  

Woodhall Park, Watton-at-Stone,  

Hertford, Hertfordshire, SG14 3NG

T: 01920 830230 

E: office@heathmount.org

www.heathmount.org 


